
 

REGULAR COMMISSION MINUTES OF THE WILDWOOD 
COMMISSIONERS IN THE COUNTY OF CAPE MAY, NEW JERSEY 

Wednesday, September 28, 2022 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room 

Time:  5 p.m. 

MEETING CALLED 
Meeting called to order by the Mayor.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Commissioner Mikulski leads in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

ROLL CALL 
City Clerk called the roll and the following Commissioners answered to their names: 
  Fitzsimons – here, Mikulski – here, Byron - here 

OTHERS ATTENDING 
Lou DeLollis, Solicitor 
Steve O’Connor, Administrator 
Christopher Wood, City Clerk 
Karen M. Gallagher, Deputy City Clerk 
Lisa Brown, Aide to the City Clerk 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
As per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, the Mayor read the Open Public Meetings Act Announcement.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
September 14, 2022 Regular Meeting 

MOTION: Fitzsimons  SECOND: Mikulski 
ROLL CALL: Fitzsimons – Yes, Mikulski – Yes, Byron – Yes  

ORDINANCES:   
1240-22 Repealing Ordinance No. 844-11 and Restating Chapter VI Section 6.10 entitled “Seasonal  
  Parking Meters” (INTRODUCTION/FIRST READING) 

MOTION: Byron SECOND: Mikulski 
ROLL CALL: Fitzsimons – Yes, Mikulski – Yes, Byron – Yes  
The Mayor announced Ordinance No. 1240-22 has passed First Reading. 

EARLY PUBLIC COMMENT:   None. 

RESOLUTIONS:  City Clerk read the resolutions listed on the agenda, announced Resolutions “O” and “T” 
have been stricken from the agenda, and that two Addendum Resolutions have been added. 

362-9-22 Authorizing refund of Sewer Payment due to Homeowner paid on incorrect Sewer Account 
#2011570-01 (Dale A. Ross, Jr. $319.49) 

363-9-22 Authorizing refund of Taxes for 2022 3rd Quarter due to payment made in error on online WIPP 
System by Homeowner (Bl. 15, L. 26, C0002 $1,386.14) 

364-9-22 Authorizing Remington & Vernick Engineers to proceed with Professional Engineering Services 
in connection with “Boardwalk Cleaning and Televising (Phase 2) from the Boardwalk (Spicer to 
Maple) to Atlantic Avenue” ($28,000.00) 

365-9-22 Authorizing Remington & Vernick Engineers to proceed with Professional Engineering Services 
in connection with “Boardwalk Storm Sewer Upgrades (Phase 1) from the Boardwalk – Spencer 
Avenue to Pine Avenue” ($20,000.00) 

366-9-22 Authorizing an Agreement with the Wildwood Boardwalk Special Improvement District to repair 
and upgrade the Boardwalk Public Address System ($34,097.00) 

367-9-22 Authorizing a contract with Johnson Controls Security Solutions, State Contract Vendor for 
Purchase and Installation of Two (2) Security Camera Systems ($51,361.74) 

368-9-22 Requesting approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriations under the caption of Cooperative 
Housing Inspection Program – FY 2022 ($3,592.00) 



 

369-9-22 Authorizing refund of Social Security Deductions 
370-9-22 Authorizing the submission of an application to the New Jersey Urban Enterprise Zone Authority 

for Enterprise Zone Assistance Funds for Administration of the Urban Enterprise Zone Program 
for fiscal year ending June 30, 2023 

371-9-22 Authorizing Cancellation of Grant Receivables and Appropriations 
372-9-22 Authorizing Cancellation of Capital Improvement Appropriations 
373-9-22 Authorizing Professional Services and Unspecified Services with Montrose Environmental 

Solutions, Inc., in connection with the submission of a Major and Minor Waste Allocations 
Modification for the City of Wildwood Water Utility as required by the NJ Department of 
Environmental Protections in order to maintain current water allocation ($29,000.00) 

374-9-22 Authorizing a contract with OSK Design Partners, PC, Architects and Land Planners to provide 
City of Wildwood Police Department and Fire Department Building Renovations, Master Plan 
and Schematic Design 

375-9-22 Acknowledging October 6, 2022 as “Knock-Out Opioid Abuse Day” 
376-9-22 Authorizing additional Engineering Services with Remington & Vernick Engineers for the 

FHRRRGP Pacific Avenue Drainage Improvement Project ($129,500.00) 
377-9-22 Authorizing Change Order No. 5 as submitted by Remington & Vernick Engineers on behalf of 

Remsco Construction, Inc., for NJDEP FHRRRGP – Pacific Avenue Drainage Improvements 
($23,398,524.47 increase to a new total of $442,907.47) 

378-9-22 Authorizing Amending Resolution No. 464-12-21, Professional Services Contract with Colliers 
Engineering & Design for the ADA Ramp and Boardwalk Grant Support Services ($1,000.00 
increase to a new total of $336,911.00) 

379-9-22 Authorizing Amending Resolution No. 394-10-21 Professional Services Contract with CME 
Recreation Open Space Improvement Project ($105,000.00 increase to a new total of 
$200,000.00) 

380-9-22 Rejecting all bids and Authorizing an Advertisement and Notice to Bidders for Residential, 
Commercial, Municipal & Institutional Solid Waste and Recyclable Materials Collection Service 

381-9-22 Authorizing payment of bills in the amount of $3,022,535.74 dated September 28, 2022 
382-9-22 Authorizing filing of all reports and other data contained in this agenda 
383-9-22 Authorizing payment of bill list report – Additional 1 in the amount of $1,323.16 dated 

September 28, 2022 
384-9-22 Designating Intersections for “Flash” Cycle for Traffic Lights 

MOTION: Fitzsimons   SECOND: Mikulski 
ROLL CALL: Fitzsimons – Yes, Mikulski – Yes, Byron – Yes  

REPORTS: 
•Engineers Report – The Board dispensed with the Engineer’s Report. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None. 

COMMUNICATIONS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS:   
• Approving Raffle Application as submitted by Byron Pennington Croker American Legion Post 184 for 

an event to be held on December 9, 2022 
• Approving Raffle Application as submitted by Bryon Pennington Croker American Legion Post 184 for 

Instant Raffle (Pull Tabs) 
• Approving Bingo Application as submitted by Byron Pennington Croker American Legion Post 184 

(January 4, 2022 – December 27, 2023 – 51 Occasions) 
• Approving Bingo Application as submitted by Greater Wildwood Rotary Club, Inc. for an event to be 

held on November 4, 2022 
MOTION: Fitzsimons  SECOND: Mikulski 
ROLL CALL: Fitzsimons – Yes, Mikulski – Yes, Byron – Yes  

OLD BUSINESS: None. 

PRESENTATION: 
Wildwood Police Chief, Robert Regalbuto thanked all the men and women of the Police Department, Fire 
Department and Dispatchers for an outstanding job handling the events that occurred last weekend in regards to 
the unsanctioned H20i “pop-up” car show.  Mayor Byron asked Chief Regalbuto to describe what went on 
behind the scenes leading up to the event.  Chief Regalbuto said he could not speak to that, as there are ongoing 
investigations.  However, the agency is scrubbing social media and going after the promoters. Mayor Byron said 



 

what occurred this weekend was not a fair fight, saying the police were outnumbered tremendously.  He asked 
the Chief what information he had to lead us to believe this event would not get to this magnitude. Chief 
Regalbuto said the event is under investigation, therefore he cannot comment.  He said a debriefing has yet to 
take place, and the investigation is under the lead of the County Prosecutors office. Mayor Byron asked the 
Chief if he felt the City had the correct number of police on the street based off the information he received 
about this event.  Chief Regalbuto said he could not speak of the details of an event that resulted in the death of 
two individuals, in open forum.  He said those who violated the law would be held to the highest standards.  
Mayor Byron said the plan in place should have been significant enough until the “pop-up” event on Saturday 
night.  He said no one could have been able to foresee that.  Chief Regalbuto said he and his agency are very 
capable of handling large events that come into Wildwood, and have done so successfully in the past with 
events such as the country concert and the visit from the President Trump.  Those events were properly policed 
because they were properly planned, he said 

The City Clerk opened the floor to anyone who had questions concerning this subject matter. 

Catina Blinebury, 205 E. Hand Avenue: Ms. Blinebury said she knew from social media outlets that this event 
was coming for months, and asked why vehicles were not being pulled over and impounded. 

Kevin Houser, 151 E. Davis Avenue, Unit B:  Mr. Houser thanked all First Responders for the wonderful job 
they did.  He said no one saw this coming, however, he said ignorance is not a defense. 

Robert Viola, 237 E. Leaming Avenue – Mr. Viola wanted to know how this event is going to be handled next 
year when they return.  Mayor Byron explained the steps taken to ensure this would not happen again, such as 
contacting Ocean City, Maryland, that dealt with this in the past.  Legislation is going to have to be changed on 
a State and local levels.  Mayor Byron spoke with Senator Nicholas Testa for guidance on changing legislation.  
Commissioner Mikulski said he has reached out to the Solicitor and the Prosecutors Office in Ocean City (MD), 
as well as the Solicitor in Middle Township.  He said events such as this occur in other municipalities too.  This 
is not the first, but he said it will not happen again.  Commissioner Fitzsimons said this needs to be a joint effort 
of all the communities, and there has to be a countywide solution. 

Mary D’Amico, 125 W. Magnolia Avenue: Ms. D’Amico thanked all First Responders for the way they handled 
the past weekend.  However, she said everyone needs to take responsibility for their part of the events that 
occurred.  She said thugs ruined Wildwood this weekend, but it is not limited to just the past weekend this.  Ms. 
D’Amico explained other encounters she’s had with the police where nothing has been done.  She urged the 
Board to put pressure on the state Attorney General to help City police officers. 

Ryan Troiano, President of the FMBA: Mr. Troiano thanked everyone for their support.  He described various 
events he witnessed over the weekend, and urged the Board to reach out to Congress and push them to untie the 
hands of our police officers.  Mr. Troiano said he would be willing to do whatever it takes to help.  Mayor 
Byron said he had a conversation with State Senator Testa, to see what can be done to ensure nothing like this 
happens again.  Commissioner Fitzsimons said the bad people have been empowered with lawlessness. 

Al Brannen, 217 E. Bennett Avenue:  Mr. Brannen said he walked the streets over the weekend and the police 
were outnumbered 200-1.  He said the police did a wonderful job, however, they were outnumbered and 
unprepared.  He feels the Board dropped the ball and should have called for reinforcement on Wednesday. 

Keith VanMeter, 3900 Susquehanna Ave:  Mr. VanMeter said this past weekend was terrible and suggested some 
type of dedication area to the two lives that were lost.  Mr. VanMeter asked the Chief how many cars were 
towed.  Chief Regalbuto did not have that number.  Mr. VanMeter asked if the number was under 100.  The 
Chief said that was a fair assumption.  Mr. VanMeter said some cars took over parking lots such as Wawa, and 
suggested impounded the cars or wetting the streets to try to curb the racing.  Mr. VanMeter asked the Chief if 
he had the right to impound those cars.  The Chief said no.  Mr. VanMeter said the Board has to look into 
implementing laws to deter this from happening again, and feels policing was not done to the best of its ability. 

Laura Bonwell, 215 E. Rio Grande Ave:  Ms. Bonwell said she is sad about the events that occurred over the 
past weekend, but is appreciative of the police officers.  Ms. Bonwell read an article that stated the statistics 
from this car rally when it occurred in Ocean City (MD). 

Patricia Bode, 220 E. Roberts Avenue, Unit 1: Ms. Bode said it was upsetting to see what happened over the 
weekend.  She said she always comes down at this time of the fall because of the Classic Car Show, and wants 
to be sure that event is will not be disbanded.  Commissioner Mikulski assured her the Classic Car Show would 
continue to be an ongoing event. 



 

Sven Vanbatavia, 116 E. Spicer Avenue: Mr. Vanbatavia feels out police and firemen were left hung out to dry, 
and asked the Board if they consulted with Ocean City (MD) prior to the event taking place.  He said the town 
now has a black eye and someone on the Board has to take responsibility, as innocent people died.  He said a 
message should be sent to the H2O group saying they are not welcomed here, and they will be harassed.  Mayor 
Byron requested that Mr. DeLollis explain what the City is able to do with regard to stopping people from 
coming to the City.  Mr. DeLollis said the Board has no control over who comes to the island.  Commissioner 
Mikulski said there was a contingency plan in place, and it was implemented immediately. 

Cynthia Criss, 5002 Ocean Avenue, Unit 3: Ms. Criss said the downfall began on Thursday when they filled the 
parking lot of the Sea Ray Motel.  She said the owner of the Sea Ray was out in the crowd laughing and 
encouraging these actions.  She also said the owner of the motel told participants show that she (Criss) was the 
one responsible for calling the police, thus putting her and her property in danger.  Ms. Criss said there was a 
white van parked in the area with writing on the side that read: “free candy,” which represents child molestation.  
She asked what could be done to prevent this from happening in the future.  Commissioner Mikulski said he did 
reach out to Ocean City (MD).  He said it took them seven years to enact legislation to put an end to this event.  
Commissioner Mikulski assured her that steps will be taken to assure this would not happen again, including 
initiating a task force.  Ms. Criss asked how she could be protected from the owner of the Sea Ray motel.  Chief 
Regalbuto said he would like to speak with her when the meeting was over. 

Thomas Thompson, 325 W. Roberts Avenue:  Mr. Thompson thanked all the First Responders, and said they did 
all they could.  He wanted to be assured that other events would not be effected due to this H2O pop-up, as 
theses other activities are beneficial to the City. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  During regularly scheduled Board of Commissioners Meeting.  Remarks will limit to 
five (5) minutes per person.  The City Clerk will be keeper of time and advise speaker when time has expired.  
Each member of the public will be permitted to speak only once per meeting.  Criticism of public employees 
will be directed to the Human Resources Department during work hours only. 

Al Brannen, 217 E. Bennett Avenue: Mr. Brannen wants to see the bathrooms on the Boardwalk open, as there 
are still many events happening here though mid-October. 

Spencer Smith, 3207 Pacific Ave, FOP Lodge:  Mr. Smith has been having issues regarding trash and recycling 
picked-up on a timely manner at the FOP Lodge, with collection taking up to 3 weeks sometimes.  He was 
advised to call City Hall when trash was not picked up, and the City will reach out to the contractor.  Mr. Smith 
also thanked the Board for presenting the FOP with a plaque in memory of Dominic Romeo. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None. 

ADJOURNED:  There being no further business to discuss, this meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm.  Remarks 
as typed highlighted not verbatim as to subject matter. 

MOTION: Fitzsimons  SECOND: Mikulski 
ROLL CALL: Fitzsimons – Yes, Mikulski – Yes, Byron – Yes  

             
___________________________________________ 

Krista Fitzsimons, COMMISSIONER 

___________________________________________ 
Steve Mikulski, COMMISSIONER 

___________________________________________ 
Peter Byron, MAYOR 

ATTEST:____________________________________ 
Christopher H. Wood, City Clerk 

DATE MINUTES APPROVED: October 12, 2022


